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Some horsemen, amongst them a certain Nasir Aqa, responded to Nadir's
appeal,, and formed a band under his leadership which proceeded to pillage
and raid in Khurasan.1 The only determined opposition that this band met
with in those anarchical times was from Malik Mahmud and his partisans.
Malik Mahmud, having summoned in vain the Chamishgazak Kurds
of Khabushan to co-operate with him against Nadir, attacked them. Nadir
marched to their assistance and forced Malik Mahmud to retire ; having
no artillery, Nadir and his allies were unable to follow up this success
by pursuing the enemy and laying siege to Mashhad. He then adopted
the less onerous task of reducing several hostile tribal fastnesses in the
Darragaz district and in the neighbourhood of Abivard.
It was at this juncture that Tahmasp, although quite unable to oust the
Ghalzai usurper Mahmud from Isfahan, sent his general Rida Quli
Khan2 to attack Malik Mahmud. According to Mirza Mahdi,
Rida Quli Khan, having heard of Nadir's prowess as a military leader^
wished to co-operate with him, but was dissuaded from doing so by some
of the Kurds of Khabushan, who alleged that if he did so, and the opera-
tions were successful, Nadir would reap all the advantage and then dis-
credit him.8 Rida Quli Khan then twice attacked Malik Mahmud, but
was unsuccessful on each occasion.4 In consequence of his failure, he
was replaced by another Safavi general, Muhammad Khan Turkoman.
Encouraged by his defeat of Rida Quli Khan, Malik Mahmud deter-
mined to add Nishapur to his domains ; after an unsuccessful attempt by
his nephew, he seized the place, despite efforts by Nadir and his brother
Ibraham to prevent him.5 Subsequently, Malik Mahmud severely defeated
Nadir, who is said to have reached Kalat accompanied by only two men.6
Muhammad Khan Turkoman, Rida Quli Khan's successor, reached
Khurasan at this stage, and, acting in conjunction with Nadir, defeated
Malik Mahmud outside Mashhad, Nadir was unable to follow up this
victory, because of a Turkoman rising at Baghdad, to the north-east of
Abivard. Having punished the Turkomans of Baghdad, he went to Merv,
and later to Sarakhs, where he defeated Malik Mahmud's adherents.
Nadir was next engaged in hostilities with a kinsman of his named
*Ashur Beg Babalu, who was allied with some of the Chamishgazak Kurds.
1 Mirza Mahdi naturally makes no mention of these activities of Nadir's, but from what ' Abdu'l-
Karim, Bazin and other authorities have stated, there seems to be no doubt that he was
for a time leader of a band of robbers. See also Hanway, Vol. I, p. 171 (Hanway met Nasir
Aqa at Astarabad on several occasions in December, 1743 and January, 1744).
•	See note 5 on page 15 above.   Rida Quli Khan Shamlu had been Eshik-aghasi or " master of
the threshold " at the court of Shah Sultan Husain (see Muhammad Muhsin, foL 209 (a) ) :
he was a maternal uncle of Lutf 'Ali Beg, the author of the At&sh-Kada,
9 T.N.t p. 25.
4 IUd.t p. 25.
 •	Ibid., p. 28.
 •	Ibid., p. 29.

